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Who Will Win the Mahayuddh?
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shifting alliances fuel a gripping saga of power
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The voluble Bengal Congress chief fights with his back
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J A Goal for Piyush Goyal

Weathering the rough and tumble of electoral politics,
the Union commerce minister works his charm in his
constituency in a malden attempt to win an LS seat

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW PIYUSH GOYAL 40

4 MADHYA PRADESH

Guarding its
Bastion

After the assembly polls
win, the BJP looks secure in
its central India stronghold.
The Congress's hope lies in
exploiting any chink in the
saffron armour
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46 PUNJAB
In a State of Flux

Defections and internal squabbles become a norm as
the state gears up for a quadrangular contest under
the shadow of unresolved legacy issues

' d ANDHRA PRADESH
‘ f 5[] Jagan Faces
& Tough Fight
Chandrababu Naldu's TDP
matches Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s YSRCP In voter out-
reach. But welfare schemes
may glve Jagan an edge
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THE BIG STORY
Why Nepal’s new
currency noteis
afresh jolt to ties
with India

By Pradip R. Sagar

The Rs 100 note will feature a map of Nepal that includes
the disputed territories of Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura and
Kalapani, claimed by both countries
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SPOTLIGHT: THE GODREJ GROUP SPLIT

How Godrej Group achieved a seamless
business split

By M.G. Arun

The amicable division is a departure from some other
high-decibel business family splits like Reliance and Bajaj
https://shorturl.at/gyV78

IN FOCUS: ‘'MANGALSUTRA' IN THE TIME OF POLLS
Why Modi's ‘mangalsutra’ remark is a potent
call to action for women voters

By Jumana Shah

What would a woman not do to keep her mangalsutra
safe? Can a vote save It, and is that all it takes?
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STORY OF THE DAY
Can JD(S) ride
out the H.D.
Revanna-
Prajwal storm?
By Ajay Sukumaran

Hassan in Kar-
nataka is a JO(S)
stronghold where
H.D. Revanna has been the primary figure. For now, the
party will be looking at damage control as he and son
Prajwal fight their legal battles
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FROM THE INDIA TODAY ARCHIVES (1985)
Autobiography of a Maharani

Reproducing Tavleen Singh's review of Vijayraje Scindia’s
book Princess: The Autoblography of the Dowager Maha-

rani of Gwalior
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HOW TO GET A
GREEN(ER) THUMB

From what to plant
where to how to water
and how often, this quick
beginner's guide full of
expert advice will have
you gardening like a pro.
SY JULIE LANE-GAY

44

HEALTH
My Stutter, Myself

If others don’t notice
my stutter, can [ really
call myself a stutterer?
BY ISABEL ARMIENTO

92

PHOTO ESSAY

As Gods Among Us

A photographer explores
the gamut of India’s ritual
performers who embody
deities as a unique form
of worship.

BY KAI FRIESE
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60
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Kitt, the

Courageous K-9

An officer needed a
partner. His dog needed
apurpose. Together,
they rescued each other.
BY DAVE WEDGE

72

NATURE

The Upside of
Getting Lost

I was in the woods with
my family and we'd lost
our way. How could this
possibly be a good thing?

BY LIANN BOBECHKO
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Have Child, Will Travel

Bringing my kid on my
round-the-world adven-
tures helped me see her in
new and unexpected ways.
BY DIANE SELKIRK

86

BONUS READ
A Mother’s Conviction

After all four of Kathleen
Folbigg's children died in
infancy, a court found her
guilty of murder. Twenty
years later, science uncov-
ered the truth.

BY SARAH TRELEAVEN

COVER ILLUSTRATION by Raj Verma

READERSDIGEST.IN 3




Departments
S Over to You

AWORLD OF GOOD

I Flying High

EVERYDAY HEROES
12 Zen and the
Art of Motorcycle
Modification

BY CLAIRE & BONNEY

SMILF
14 Caught on Camera

BY SAMIT BASY

COOL NEWS

15 From Plant Waste
to Fabric, A Push
to Criminalize

Ecocide and More
BY CAMANTMHA KIDEOUTY

MAY 2024

IT HAPPENS
ONLY IN INDIA

84 To Smell a

Rat, Flush and
Flee, and the
Marriage Mirage
BY NAOREM ANUJA

QUOTABLE QUOTES

107 Manmohan Singh,

John Lubbock,
Renuka Sahane
Eeyore and More

TRUSTED FRIEND

. 116 Don’t Bug Me by

Valéry Goulet

Better Living

LIFE WELL LIVED

18 Life, Unplugged

BY JULIEN BLANC-GRAS

HEALTH
26 Eye Health Epider

BY REBECCA GAO

NEWS FROM THE
WORLD OF MEDICINE

30 Weightlifting.
for Better Skin,

and More
BY SAMANTHA RIDEQUT

13 THINGS
32 Fast-Moving Fac
About Driving

BY STEPHANIE GRAY

NOTE TO OUR READER'S
You may see pages titled N
Impact Feature’ or ‘Focus |

Reader’s Digest. This|s"®

different froman advealbﬂw
and the magazine's editors
staffis not Involved in (6

creation inany way




