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\ The throng at the
consecration ceremony
at the Ram temple in
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SIDELIGHTS

Sl Executive Editor-in-Chief Kalli

Purie shares her impressions

4 INSIDE RAM of the Pran Pratishtha
RAJYA ceremony

| THE OPPOSITION |

HE OPPOSITION |

4 SEARCHING FOR
A NARRATIVE

The Opposition is desperately
seeking a counter to the BJP,
now surging with the power
of Ram

| VOX POP |
Politicians, academics,
authors and commentators

weigh in on the significance
of the new Ram temple

5 THE FAITH
DEBATE

NEW AYODHYA

6 THE HINDU
VATICAN

Itis notjusta city that s
being rebullt, but a whole
mental universe. Around

the singularity of Ram
MANEESH AGNIHOTRI

| JAGANNATH TEMPLE |
7 THE PURI B

MAKEOVER 5
In another temple town, the 2
anclent Jagannath shrine = =
complex undergoes a £
radlant revamp ‘ %
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STORY OF THE DAY ; e
Why Chhagan Bhujbal is belligerent over move |\
to give Marathas OBC status E

By Dhaval S. Kulkarni -
Bhujbal may be attempting a pan-Maharashtra solidarity
of OBCs, and in turn challenging the hegemony of Marathas
over the state's political economy
https://shorturl.at/cjEZS

GROUND REPORT: BATTLING MAOISTS

How Operation Surya Shakti made inroads into
Maoist no-go areas in Chhattisgarh

By Rahul Noronha

Secur'ity forces chused on opening up ‘administrative and
security vacuum'’ areas, taking the battle into the enemy
camp https://shorturl.at/cil KT

SPOTLIGHT

Subhas Chandra Bose:

The Supreme Soldier

By Sugata Bose

On his 127th birth anniversary, we
remember Netaji, the most resolute

opponent of the British who stirred a

new political consciousness among
Indians

https://shorlurl.:\t/;mz:\()

SOCIETY & TRENDS: RELATIONSHIPS

Do you often end up in toxic relationships?
How to break free

By Ridhi Kale

Alife coach shares six reasons why we may attract toxic

relationships and advises on how to discover
ahea
happy bond https://shorturl.at/vyEZ9 iyand
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COLLAPSE OF

WHY THE OPPOSITION ALLIANCE F
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APART AND HOW IT WILL IMPACT THEL
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UPFRONT LEISURE
MANIPUR: RETURN OF BOOKS: GREAT
MILITANCY PG 9  SHAKES! P63
RAJASTHAN: Q&A WITH
DOUBLE-ENGINE ROHAN BOPANNA
JUGGERNAUT PG 19 PG82

COVER STORY

_ THE COLLAPSE
“ OF LN.D.LA.

WHY THE OPPOSITION ALLIANCE
FELL APART AND HOW IT WILL
IMPACT THE OUTCOME OF THE

GENERAL ELECTION

BIHAR

WHY NITISH SWITCHED AGAIN | 32|

The Bihar CM gives up on I.N.D.I.A. to get back with the BJP. Is this

another masterstroke or has the master of U-turns lost his way?

SVQa NVYINVYIN Aq vopessny;

| DEFENCE | | ENTERTAINMENT |
IN SEARCH OF OTT DELIV
ERS
62 A GOOD RIFLE 6 DOSE OF REALIfl\'Y

Multiple hurdles hit India's quest for a n-ficti
dependable assault rifle for its soldiers ::oﬂm anoguﬂ;gr‘:vcse?r:elr?;g‘ a7
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WEST BENGAL:
JUSTICE VERSUS
JUSTICE PG 11

UNION BUDGET:
CONFIDENCE IN
CONTINUITY PG 16

RETURN OF MILITANCY

n the Manipur of today, ethni-
cally riven as it is between two
warring communities—the Meit-
¢is and the Kukis—facts have
become stranger than fiction. On
January 24, a Meitei vigilante group
calling itself Arambai Tenggol (roughly
translated as dart-wiclding cavalry)
summoned 37 Meitei legislators, in-
cluding Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
and two M Ps, to Kangla Fort—once
the seat of power of the ancient Meitei

[ MANIPUR ‘l

By Kaushik Deka

kingdom. The group, which boasts a
strength of 60,000 volunteers, wanted
all these legislators—across party
lines—pledging their commitment
towards Manipur and Meitei causes.
While Biren Singh did not respond
to the call, 25 MLAs from the BJP,
five from the Congress, four from the
National People’s Party, two from the
Janata Dal (United) and one indepen-
dent, besides the two MPs, turned up
at the fort’s gate, which was manned

HEMANT SOREN:
ARRESTED, BUT NOT
CORNERED PG 14

TELANGANA:
REVANTH REVS
AHEAD PG 17

e raey

A
L dide >
By Ara_'ﬁbdljf
Qo o

not by security personnel but by armed
members of the Arambai Tenggol. Earli-
er that morning, young men in military
fatigues and some brandishing arms,
rode into the fort in open-top Gypsies.
The Arambai Tenggol volunteers made
the MLAs leave behind their security
staf'before entering the fort.

Inside the fort, the legislators signed
a pledge that included Arambai Teng-
gol’s key demands, including abroga-
tion of the Suspension of Operations

FEBRUARY 12, 2024 | INDIATODAY | 9
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His personal popularity still high, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to retumn
for a third consecutive term with a clear majority, though jobs are a concemn

26 Economy 40 Forelgn Policy 54 Entertalnment
ATHUMBS UP FOR RECOVERY AFIRM PRESENCE ALL HAIL KING KHAN
The government’s managing of Most respondents approve of the Riding on a stupendous
economy wins approval, but overall foreign policy and handling of year, Shah Rukh Khan
stagnant Incomes are a worry the row with Canada and Maldives has emerged as the
.........  Vma S S No. 1 hero In the country
32 The Opposition 44 Soclo-Political after 12 years. Deepika
FEELINGLOSTINLN.D.LA. WINDS OF CHANGE fadukone Ionains the

The Implosion In the alllance
sparks cynicism among voters,

New political initiatives like women's
reservation find wider acceptance
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Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Dhami
presents the UCC

draft report, Feb. 2

ith just weeks to go bef-
ore the general election
is announced, Uttara-
khand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
believes he has handed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the party, the
BJP, a political plank to push further
the pro-Hindutva narrative. Amid
the sound of thumping on tables and
chants of Jai Shri Ram and Vande
Mataram, the state assembly passed

a bill on a draft uniform civil code

THECOD

UCC |

[

By Anilesh S. Mahajan

(UCC), paving the way for common civ-
il laws for all religions to govern issues
like marriage, divorce, inheritance and
adoption. This is perceived as the BJP’s
first step to get uniformity in civil laws
nationally, and it’s likely that other
party-ruled states will follow suit.

Civil laws on matters like marriages,

divorce, adoption and inheritance are
entries in the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution, allowing the states and
Centre both to frame laws. Only in case
of disputes will the Centre’s law prevail.

With minor tweaks to the Uttarakhand
template, BJP-ruled Gujarat and As-
sam are also likely to pass similar laws
before the code of conduct—expected by
mid-March—kicks in. The Uttarakhand
act, the first-ever iteration of the UCC,
saw extensive discussions, anchored

by a panel led by retired Supreme

Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai. It
drafted a four-volume, 749-page report
containing several recommendations.
While the Centre is still awaiting the
Law Commission’s report on a UCC for

FEBRUARY 19,2024 | INDIATODAY s
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he heavy-duty tractors at
Shambhu in Patiala near the
Punjab-Haryana border had
turned up the volume. The
songs blaring out predicted dire
consequences for Delhi (the Centre) and
culogised the bravado of the Jat Sikh
community, as the cavalcade rumbled on
to lay siege to the national capital on Feb-

10  INDIATODAY | FEBRUARY 26,2024

FARMERS® PROTESTS

By Anilesh 8. Mahajan

ruary 13. The protesting farmers claimed
they were carrying rations and diesel to
last for months. Right about then. the
skies started raining teargas shells, fired
from drones by the security personnel
manning the barricades.

All this was reminiscent of the
13-month siege the national capital had
witnessed (Sept. 2020-Nov. 2021), just

Y FARMERS
ANGRY AGAIN

that the farmers hadn't reached the gates
of Delhi yet. The siege had forced Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government
to back down then and withdraw the
big-ticket tarm sector reforms, With the
general election just months away, the
threat ofa long-drawn protest has again
ot the ruling BIP worried. The tarmer
unions have had two rounds of talks so
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