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TheWest Bengal

GovernorCV/Ananda
Bose atRajBhavan

HINDUSTAN

TIMES

BENGAL

THE RAJBHAVANSTAND-OFF
By Arkamoy Datta Majumdar

he true dimensions of the pres

ent can only be understood

when measured against the

past. Biman Banerjee, Speaker

oftheWest Bengalassembly,

Jooks backalmostwistfully at theten

ure of the previous governor. Before his

nominationas India's vice-president in

July 2022,Jagdeep Dhankhar had had

a rancorous three-year run at Kolkata

Raj Bhavan-relationswith the state

government had deteriorated to such

an extent that chiefminister Mamata

Banerjee had blocked him on Twitter.

But compared to how things are now,

Speaker Banerjee finds that phase "still

ncceptable". GovernorCV. Ananda

Bose, in office since November 18, 2022,

finds himsclfentangled in a bitter war

with the Trinamool Congress (TMC)

regimethat's gone well beyond the usual
standoffs albout assent being withheld

to bills. The hostilities have attained

another scale, with the gubernatorial

office entrappedin an unprecedented

web oflitigation-sexual harassment

charges against Bose have now led to

theSupreme Courtexamining the legal

immunity afforded to governors. Toss

into that boiling pot a defamationcase

against Mamata,and itwas a perfect

recipe for bighconstitutional drama.
How raw the feelings are on botlh

AUGUST 12, 2024|INDIA TODAY 5
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STICKS NSTONES
Rescue operations in

Nellarmala, Wayanad

AASISH MANOLI

WAYANAD LANDSLIDES |

PICKINGUPTHE PIECES
By Jeemon Jacob in Chooralmala,Wayanad

t'sasifeven the road is afraid to go

down that last stretch to the 'valley

of death.Tendayshave passed

since awailing wall of monsoon wa

ter and mountain debris cannoned

downon two villages, Mundakkai and

Chooral�mala, leaving only menories,

videos and sunderedhumanbody parts.

But nothing ventures beyond Kalpetta,

the admínistrative headquarters of Way

anad district, whichyou hit climbing

up the hairpin bends from Kozhikode.

Only ambulances and police vehicles stir

the gravel on those last 21 kilometres.

Past Meppadi,you bunpinto police

checkpoints-anotherreminderthat the

emergency period isn't over. Search and

rescue operations are still on for the 152

people whohave not been accounted for.

There is nothing to mark the two

villages that have dlisappeared, except

for somebroken signage. School, houses,

the small line ofshopsdown main street,

the resorts on the outskirts, it's all now

part of a mud sludge, a thick brown line

across the foothills, runningdown from

Punchirinnattom, the epicentre of the

first landslide. TheJuly 29disaster has

officially claimedthe lives of 224 people,

including 88womenand 37children.

The unoficial toll exceeds 500.Only 172

bodies havebeen identified so far-1So

odd body parts, severed from perhaps a

roughly proportionate number of own

ers, await claimants. Perhapsin vain.

OnAugust 6, around 35 unidentiied

bodies and 15+ body parts were buried,

after all-faith prayers, in Puthumala,
itsclfa site wherea landslide had killed

five people in August 2019.The mourn
ers included state nministers and district

officials.The bodies and body parts are

AUGUST 19,2024| INDIA TODAY 5
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